Immunological abnormalities in haemophiliacs.
10 years ago, it became apparent that haemophiliacs were developing diseases which were indicative of underlying immunodeficiency. The results of investigation confirmed that many had abnormal immune systems, particularly with regard to cell-mediated immunity. These abnormalities were thought to be a consequence of the use of clotting factor concentrates, and indeed the discovery of HIV and its mode of transmission, confirmed these suspicions. However, it subsequently became clear that HIV infection did not explain all the abnormalities observed. Many in vivo studies have shown that the immune systems of HIV-negative haemophiliacs are not entirely normal, and in vitro studies have shown that clotting factor concentrates per se have a modulating effect on immune function. We have reviewed particularly the abnormalities seen in HIV-negative haemophiliacs and their possible causes, as well as the specific features of HIV infection in haemophiliacs.